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Grade 11 English Language Arts:  March 30 – April 3, 2020 

Hello Parents and 11th Graders, 

Here is a review of skills previously taught this school year. This learning 
opportunity will strengthen your language arts skills. There are several 
opportunities for students to read, write and think about text within the following 
articles provided.  

This week’s articles include: 

Week 1: March 30-April 3 Song VII Cliff Dwellers 
 
 



Song VII

Song VII
by Rabindranath Tagore

My song has put off her adornments.
She has no pride of dress and decoration.
Ornaments would mar our union;
they would come between thee and me;

5their jingling would drown thy whispers.

My poet's vanity dies in shame before thy sight.
O master poet, I have sat down at thy feet.
Only let me make my life simple and straight,
like a flute of reed for thee to fill with music.
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Song VII - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What has the song of the speaker put off?

A. adornments

B. simplicity

C. poetry

D. words

2. What tone does the phrase "O master poet" help create?

A. a casual, personal tone

B. a dark, threatening tone

C. a sad, regretful tone

D. a formal, respectful tone

3. The speaker of the poem believes that the addressee is superior to him or her.

What lines from the poem support this conclusion?

A. lines 4 and 5

B. lines 6 and 7

C. lines 1 and 2

D. lines 3 and 4

4. What might be an example of the "jingling" ornaments that the speaker refers to in 

lines 3-5?

A. a keychain

B. rhyme

C. a diamond necklace

D. a bell

5. What is a theme of the poem?

A. Music is a more worthwhile art than poetry.

B. Expensive jewelry is often a sign of vanity.

C. One should try to achieve simplicity in art and in life.

D. Uncertainty is a necessary evil in art and life.
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Song VII - Comprehension Questions

6. What is the meaning of "put off" in line 1?

A. turned away

B. postponed

C. turned off

D. taken off

7. Read lines 1 and 2 from the poem:

My song has put off her adornments.

She has no pride of dress and decoration.

Who or what does the word "She" refer to?

A. "pride" (line 2)

B. the speaker

C. "adornments" (line 1)

D. "my song" (line 1)

8. What "dies in shame" before the sight of the addressee?

9. What does the speaker want to do with his or her life?
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Song VII - Comprehension Questions

10. What steps has the speaker taken to make his or her life simple and straight? Name 

at least two. Support your answer with evidence from the poem.
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Cliff Dwellers

Cliff Dwellers
by W.M. Akers

In the Mesa Verde National Park in Colorado, one of the most amazing sights in the United States is 
dug into the side of a mountain. Sandy-colored towers, walls and rooms sit there, overlooking the 
park. They have no roofs, but the structures are protected by the overhanging cliff. Eight centuries 
after their construction, they are in excellent condition-and remain one of the most intriguing 
archaeological sites in the country.

Who built these fabulous dwellings? Why did they choose to dig them into the face of the rock itself? 
When did they live, and how did their civilization fade?

Although not all of those questions have definite answers, archeologists have discovered much about 
these long-ago Native Americans. The largest of their dwellings, Cliff Palace, was discovered on 
December 18, 1888, by a pair of Colorado cowboys who were riding the mesa in search of missing 
cattle. They spied the crumbling structures through the driving snow and rode their horses toward one 
of the most intriguing finds in archeological history.

Cliff Palace and the other cliff dwellings were constructed by the Ancestral Pueblo people, a group 
comprised of several Native American tribes whose descendants include the Hopi, Zuni and Acoma 
people. The Ancestral Pueblo people lived in and around the American Southwest and their history 
goes back to as early as 100 A.D., during a period known as "Late Basketmaker II," due to the fine 
woven baskets produced during this period.

Over the next thousand years, the people of the Southwest settled down gradually. They stopped 
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Cliff Dwellers

living in caves and shallow pits, and began building homes. They moved from a strictly hunter-
gatherer culture to one increasingly dependent on agriculture, growing beans and domesticating 
animals like turkeys. The more they farmed, the more water they needed, and they built dams, walls 
and other basic irrigation systems.

Their civilization continued advancing, and by the period known as "Pueblo I," the Ancestral Pueblo 
people began building large stone communities. These sprawling dwellings, some of which had as 
many as 100 rooms, were the forerunner to the later cliff dwellings. As agricultural life began to be 
more centered on recently-introduced cotton, and the communities' artisans became more advanced 
in pottery, the cultural life of the community focused around the kivas.

What is a kiva? It is an underground circular chamber used for ceremonial purposes, and the largest 
Ancestral Pueblo dwellings had many of them. In the photo of Cliff Palace on the first page, you can 
see the kivas in the front of the picture: the low, round pits around which most of the towers were 
built. It is easy to imagine the people of Cliff Palace gathering in these kivas to carry out social 
ceremonies around the campfire.

By 1200 A.D., the Ancestral Pueblo people began building their homes into the cliffs. No one knows 
precisely why they moved into the hills, but it's possible that the shift was to make their homes easier 
to defend in times of war. Many of the cliff dwellings in Mesa Verde National Park are accessible only 
by rope-ladder, which would have made them very easy to defend against a potential attacker.

Most of the dwellings in Mesa Verde are built in shallow parts of the rock, and are able to hold only 
two or three rooms. But Cliff Palace, which was built up over the course of the 1200s, is much larger. 
It contains over 150 individual rooms and more than 20 kivas. At its peak, it could have provided 
shelter for more than 100 people.

One of the most intriguing features of the dwellings is the size of the doorways, which are much 
smaller than the ones we have today. This would not have bothered the people of Cliff Palace, 
because they were much shorter than the people of the 21st Century. The men were around 5 feet 5 
inches tall, and the women around 5 feet tall. Their apartments, which were accessed by climbing tall 
wooden ladders, averaged about 6 feet 8 inches tall-a much lower ceiling than you are probably 
used to!

Just as no one is quite sure why the Ancestral Pueblo people began building dwellings like Cliff 
Palace, no one knows exactly why they eventually abandoned them. A theory is connected with what 
happened in 1276, when just as Cliff Palace was reaching its height, the region was struck by the 
"Great Drought." For 23 years, rainfall was sparse, a catastrophe that would continue to plague the 
region off-and-on until around 1450. As agriculture became more and more difficult, the Ancestral 
Pueblo people were perhaps forced to move to better farmland-and Cliff Palace had to be left 
behind.
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ReadWorks Vocabulary - civilization
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Advanced Definition
noun

1. an advanced state of development of a society as judged by such things as having a complex 
system of government and laws, use of a written language, and the keeping of written records.

Fertile land and an abundant water supply were what made civilization possible 

in the region.

2. the culture and achievements characteristic of a society that has reached such a level of 
development.

We studied the ancient civilizations of China.

3. any society and its culture at a particular time or over a span of time.

American civilization changed immensely as a result of these technological 

innovations.

4. the process of civilizing or becoming civilized.

Civilization was a slow process in the colder climates.

5. a place offering human society and modern convenience, as opposed to the wilderness.

After spending months in the Arctic, they were ready to return to civilization.

6. refinement in intellectual and cultural matters.

She was now moving in high social circles and considered herself a woman of 

civilization.

Spanish cognate

civilización: The Spanish word civilización means civilization.
				

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. Since the library is relatively small-it has only a couple thousand books-matching the 
inmates' requests can sometimes be difficult. One inmate writes in asking for a book about 
ancient civilizations, like the Mayans and Aztec.
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ReadWorks Vocabulary - civilization

2. The simultaneous existence of Homo erectus and Homo heidelbergensis, Homo floresiensis
 and Homo neanderthalensis covers a period when the human races developed much larger 
brains and began to form the basis for modern civilization.

3. Rivers are known to be fundamental for civilizations. They provide a resource of utmost 
importance: water! The Penobscot Indians built their lives around the river and all that it 
supported. The river was a source of food, for example, as it provided fish for the Penobscot 
Indians to eat.

4. The science of astronomy has more to say about this riddle than any time travel theorist.  That's 
because astronomers have spent centuries charting the stars and tracking the  movements of 
planets across space and time. Hundreds of years of research and observation  have given our 
civilization the very idea of time, in the form of years and days.

5. The lasting influence of ancient Rome is apparent in many areas of our contemporary society. 
Sophisticated elements of law, engineering, literature, philosophy, architecture, and art can all 
be traced back to the Roman Empire. But perhaps one of the most lasting contributions from 
Roman civilization is something we see nearly every day: the Roman arch.

6. Thailand has a long, complicated history. Archaeologists (scientists who study people from the 
past) have found remains from civilizations that lived 20,000 years ago in the area where 
Thailand is now. That's a really long time ago! Since then, many kings have ruled, and many 
kingdoms have fought against each other to rule the people who live in Thailand (who are 
called "Thai").

7. The Egyptians used it to create funeral masks for their pharaohs. The Incas called it the "sweat 
of the sun." It is used to make medals for the best athletes in the world. It symbolizes wealth 
and riches. Over the centuries, gold has become important to humans. The heavy metal has 
cultural and economic meaning for human civilizations around the world. But this wasn't 
always the case.

8. It may seem at first glance that California and the ancient land of Mesopotamia have very little 
in common. Mesopotamia, located in modernday Iraq, is considered the cradle of Western 
civilization, and first became home to an economic power in 3100 B.C. California, on the 
Pacific Coast of North America, did not achieve status as an economic power until almost 
5,000 years later, at the end of the 1800s.

9. Soviet thinkers liked this theory, as it supported their broader philosophical and political ideas 
that human nature was not inborn, and that the Soviet socialist government could purge people 
of their antigovernment ideas (which they considered inborn instincts) and build a civilization
 where everyone agreed with their ideology. Lysenkoism would prove to be false in all its 
applications, and the word is today used as the general term for faulty, ideologicallycorrupted 
science.

10. It would be very, very unlikely for two parents with identically coded chromosomes to sexually 
reproduce. Even in the case of intrafamilial (or consanguine) pairings, which are discouraged 
in our society, the chromosome pairings would never be perfectly identical-that's a good thing 
for us as a civilization! The worst thing for our survival is for like to be paired with like. It's in 
the best interest of our population that lots of different genes are mixed together in an 
evolutionary soup, so that many new variations on living organisms can be exposed to the 
environment; develop adaptations to changing conditions; and promote the survival of the 
species.
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ReadWorks Vocabulary - dwelling
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Advanced Definition
noun

1. a shelter used for long-term residence; abode; house.

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. A bottom-dwelling epaulette shark uses its fins to "walk" across the ocean floor in search of 
shrimp, crabs, snails, and small fish.

2. In addition to making the canoes mentioned above, people built homes from the bark of birch 
trees. Bigger dwellings were made of larger branches and logs.

3. Most kangaroos live on the ground in Australia, hopping around on their hind limbs at about 40 
kilometers (25 miles) an hour. Some weigh as much as 90 kilograms (200 pounds) and stand 
more than 2 meters (6.5 feet) tall. Their arboreal (tree-dwelling) cousins are much smaller, 
about the size of large raccoons.
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ReadWorks Vocabulary - structure

structure 
	
	
	


	
	

					
					struc
						·
					ture
						
				

Definition
noun

1. a thing that is made up of different parts that are connected in a particular way.

A human cell is a complicated structure.

That new hotel is an interesting structure.

2. the way in which the parts of something connect with each other.

A carpenter knows about the structure of furniture.

Advanced Definition
noun

1. a thing consisting of a number of elements joined together in a certain way.

A human cell is a complicated structure.

2. the way in which such a thing is joined together.

We're studying the structure of atoms in chemistry class.

3. anything, esp. a building, that has been constructed.

They've finished building the new structure for the playground.

4. the relationship between and among the parts of a relatively complex process or entity.

On our first day at the job, we learned about the structure of the organization.

5. a planned way of proceeding that imposes some degree of discipline and places limits on 
individual choice.

Some children can work independently, but others require more structure so that 

they can concentrate on their task.

transitive verb

1. to give organization to; arrange.

You structured your essay very logically.
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ReadWorks Vocabulary - structure

Spanish cognate

estructura: The Spanish word estructura means structure.
				

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. In the decades before Lafayette was born, Enlightenment philosophies had inspired the belief 
that it was possible to change society and the structure of government. Most Enlightenment 
thinkers believed such reform was essential for progress. And now, in the echoes of news 
about the American Revolutionary War, it seemed that this was not only possible, but actually 
happening.

2. "A sestina is a ninehundredyearold poetic structure," said Grace, "in which six stanzas are 
each composed of six lines, and the same words that end the first six lines are repeated as the 
endings of the six lines in each of the six stanzas, except, of course, the order of the words is 
reconfigured according to a set pattern."

3. Truss bridges, however, feature loadbearing structures called trusses, which are connected  
elements forming triangles. These are one of the oldest types of modern bridges, and are one  
of the cheapest to make, since they often require less material than other bridges.

4. The image displayed on the computer screen suggests that T. rex's bone structure would 
have made it impossible for the lumbering giant to reach that speed. "The computers answer 
questions we wouldn't have even thought of asking a few years ago," Mehling told Senior 
Edition.

5. The reef may look like a rock but it's actually alive. Coral reefs are underwater structures that 
are made by corals-tiny animals that are related to jellyfish. The coral have tender bodies that 
are vulnerable to attack, so they secrete a hard substance called calcium carbonate to protect 
their exteriors.

6. Plain old water ice is composed of two atoms of hydrogen and one atom of oxygen-H2O. Not 
all water ice is created equal, however. "You can arrange the hydrogens and oxygens in 
different ways," Stewart says. Scientists know of at least 15 different crystal structures of 
frozen H2O, and more are being discovered all the time.

7. An arch is a curved structure designed to support or strengthen a building. Arches are 
traditionally made of stone, brick, or concrete; some modern arches are made of steel or 
laminated wood. The wedge-shaped blocks that form the sides of an arch are called voussoirs, 
and the top center stone, called the keystone, is the last block to be inserted.
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Cliff Dwellers - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What is Mesa Verde National Park famous for?

A. beautiful waterfalls

B. Native American cliff dwellings

C. an endangered species of bird

D. a collection of Native American baskets

2. What does the author describe in the passage?

A. why the Ancestral Pueblo people transitioned to an agricultural lifestyle

B. the development of pottery in Ancestral Pueblo culture

C. Cliff Palace, the largest of the cliff dwellings built by the Ancestral Pueblo people

D. basket weaving techniques from the "Late Basketmaker II" period

3. Archeologists believe that the Ancestral Pueblo people began building their homes in 

cliffs to defend themselves in times of war. What evidence from the text supports this 

conclusion?

A. Many of the cliff dwellings are accessible only by rope ladder.

B. Most of the towers were built around kivas.

C. Cliff Palace could have provided shelter for over 100 people.

D. Ancestral Pueblo people built dams, walls and other basic irrigation systems.

4. The Ancestral Pueblo people moved from a strictly hunter-gatherer culture to one 

increasingly dependent on agriculture, growing beans and domesticating animals like 

turkeys. What effect did this have on their lifestyle?

A. They started living in caves and shallow pits.

B. They stopped building stone communities.

C. Their cultural life began to focus less on ceremonial gatherings.

D. Their cultural life began to focus on ceremonial gatherings.
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Cliff Dwellers - Comprehension Questions

5. What is this passage mostly about?

A. cliff dwellings at Mesa Verde National Park and the people who built them

B. tribal warfare between Ancestral Pueblo peoples

C. the "Late Basketmaker II" period

D. the importance of the kiva in Ancestral Pueblo culture

6. Read the following sentences: "Who built these fabulous dwellings? Why did they 

choose to dig them into the face of the rock itself? When did they live, and how did their 

civilization fade?"

Why does the author pose these questions?

A. to let students know what they will be quizzed on

B. to ask rhetorical questions that won't be answered

C. to ask the reader a direct question

D. to set up points that the passage will address

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

Ancestral Pueblo people were much shorter than 21st Century humans; _________, the 

doorways in Cliff Palace are much smaller than modern doorways.

A. ultimately

B. thus

C. notable

D. such as

8. What makes Cliff Palace different from the other cliff dwellings at Mesa Verde 

National Park?
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Cliff Dwellers - Comprehension Questions

9. What is a kiva and what was it used for? 

10. Describe two things the Ancestral Pueblo people valued based on the way they built 

their cliff dwellings.  Use evidence from the passage to support your answer.
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